CONFESSIONS OF AN ETONIAN.    lul
which divided the parisheb, I became sensible
that I had no strength to clear it, and that,
should I attempt it, a total submersion mubt
inevitably be the result I had no time to hesi-
tate, so at once walked through the fordt though
at the time I was in a profuse and faint-like
perspiration.
On reaching the church, I found myself to bt-
in good time, but had not proceeded far in the
service, when I discovered the clerk 10 be in
such a state of drunkenness, as would have ap-
peared to die least fastidious, blasphemous and
repulsive. In this dilemma, I knew it would be
useless to tell a noisy boisterous fellow to hold
his tongue, so at once, quietly but quickly,
reaching his book, I placed it in my reading-
desk, and the fellow, without a murmur, re-
signed himself to his fate and went fast asleep.
In spite of the check which my wet clothes
might have occasioned, I was rapidly gaining
strength, and, to my surprise, got easily through
the duty.
At the conclusion of the service, a labourer's
wife came up to me with the usual fee between
her finger and thumb, the price of being grate-
ful to her God for safe deliverance in child-
birth. She apparently deemed me out of my
senses, and I had to tell her twice to keep back
the shilling gained by the sweat of her hus-
band's brow.